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Proverbs & idioms
Honesty is the best policy.
No legacy is so rich as honesty (William Shakespeare)
There is no honor among thieves : one dishonest person can’t trust others.

Heart to heart : an honest and open conversation.
Collocations  & Idioms
· Above board : If a situation or business is described as above board, it is open, honest and legal.


The contract negotiations were above board.

· Bend the truth : If you bend the truth, you say something that is entirely true.


I bent the truth a little when I told them I was 35 years old.

· The benefit of the doubt : If you give somebody the benefit of the doubt, you choose to believe that person is innocent, honest or telling the truth, because there is no evidence to the contrary.


Her mother gave her the benefit of the doubt even though she caught her with the keys to the car.

· Catch someone red-handed : If a person is caught red-handed they are caught while they are doing something wrong or illegal.


They were caught red-handed stealing the money from the bank.

· Cook the books : A person who cooks the books is one who changes the facts or figures  in their financial accounts, often in order to steal money.


The accountant cooked the books to conceal the company's losses.

· Cross the line : To cross the line means to go beyond the authorized limits by doing something unacceptable.


He really crossed the line when he said he won a Pulitzer Prize.

