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 English has remained the international language for several decades. More people than 

ever are studying English in Japan in order to  improve their job opportunities or communicate 

with people from other countries. The English language has most influenced the educational 

system and the job market in Japan.  

 Learning English has become a high priority in Japan during the past twenty or thirty 

years. The Japanese government requires that each pubic school student must study English 

from the age of twelve until the completion of high school. Moreover, many Japanese children 

study English after school at a private English institution. This type of school is called ‘eikaiwa’ in 

Japanese. The majority of Japanese parents are eager to pay good money for these lessons, 

which are almost always taught by native English speakers.  Furthermore, many working 

professionals also study English at eikaiwas in the evening or during their day off.   

 English has also influenced the Japanese job market. The job market can be highly 

competitive in Japan. The chances of finding a good job often depend on the level of English 

that one can speak. Therefore, working adults are  eager to take English lessons after long 

hours at the office. Many Japanese take the TOEIC, which is a test that measures English 

proficiency. People with high scores increase their potential to land reliable employment.  

 In conclusion, there is no doubt that English has played an important role in the 

educational system and job market of Japan. Obviously, it will continue to be important for 

many years. It will also continue to play a similar role in many other countries throughout the 

world. ` 


